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CHAPTER 3: Human Imprints: How People Use the Earth

What Shape are You In?
Geographers use maps, aerial photographs, and satellite images
as tools to describe and analyse settlement patterns. They look at
the way in which the land is divided among its owners, as well as
the wdy buildings and different-sized settlements are arranged on
the land. Patterns are often described according to their shape.
There are three main types of settlement patterns in rural
areas: linear, scattered, and clustered.

a) Linear

Sometimes called strings. This pattern
consists of groups of houses or villages
that form a long line, which can be
straight (usually along a road or railway)
or wavy (as found along the edge of a
river or lake, or in a long, narrow valley).

b) Scattered

Sometimes called dispersed. This is the
main pattern found in agricultural regions
of North America. Each house sits alone,
with just a barn or another outbuilding,
on a piece of land quite separate from its
neighbours.

¢) Clustered

Examples of this pattern could be a group
of houses close together, as found in tiny
hamlets or villages in agricultural arcas, or
a concentration of gas stations, motels,
and restaurants at a highway intersection.




